such costs was part of the 1824 act of incorporation, but is not part of any of the acts until that forming the federal Department of Public Works in 1867. The 'Great Swivel Link' confines its treatment of this topic to the direct line of the canal, ignoring adjuncts such as the feeder. Flooding damage and arbitrations for flooding and land damage in Thorold and Welland are documented in 1826 , 1843 , 1848 , and 1851 , and concern was expressed with flooding along the line of the feeder in 1898 and 1945· Missing is mention of the flooding claims affecting Indian lands on the Grand River upstream of the dam, claims that were arbitrated in the 1830s and subject to reconsideration in the 1870s. Later a damage claim for that flooding was rejected by arbitrators, in November 1895, before being rejected by the Supreme Court of Canada in 1950. The claim remains part of active litigation today. Still, the editors had a daunting task to set criteria for the selection of documents, since so much material is available, and they describe the largely satisfactory principles they used. This is a volume well worth adding to any collection relating to Canadian or Ontario history. Champlain Society members from 2001 will have already received a copy for their $75 membership fee. New members will have to purchase this volume for $100. It is certainly well worth it. DUGALD For the past few years, I've spent a weekend in late September hiking with friends in Grasslands National Park in southwestern Saskatchewan. It's a rugged, sometimes unforgiving, landscape -totally at odds with the cultivated fields normally associated with the province -and one that always provides a profound appreciation of the survival skills of the first peoples of the region.
Ted Binnema writes about this region, what he calls the northwestern plains of Canada and the United States (roughly between the Rocky Mountains and the 98th meridian), in his new book, Common and Contested Ground. Taking his cue from Richard White's The Middle Ground, he effectively argues that a cultural approach to Aboriginal history has its limitations and that it is preferable to look at the broader picture of human interactions (within and between groups) and how these interactions were creatively or negatively shaped by the environment.
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Binnema begins his study by describing the physical setting, especially the nutrient-rich grasslands and the large bison herds they supported. He provides a detailed history of the many Aboriginal groups in the region, using a mixture of archaeology and archival sources to document their life on the open plains. Binnema makes it clear from the beginning that these groups attempted to manage and manipulate their environment as best they could; they regularly used fire, for example, to influence the grazing pattern of bison. He also insists that they were not 'nomadic' in the narrow sense of the word, but followed a deliberate seasonal pattern based on their intimate understanding of the environment. At the same time, the strength of these early grassland societies was their flexibility, their ability to adjust to the coming of new technology and new people -the bow and arrow, horses, guns, and Euroamericans.
The better part of the book is ah examination of the constantly changing network of relationships that existed between the various Indian groups in the northwestern plains from about 1700 to 1806. Binnema demonstrates how rival groups sometimes cooperated and formed alliances or partnerships, while at other times competed against one another for access to resources or trade items -hence the title, the common and contested ground. These relationships, moreover, were dynamic and fluid, and new developments or crises, such the smallpox epidemic of 1779-82, not only affected the relative strength of each group but their place in the overall network. By 1806, for example, the Blackfoot in the north and the Crow in the south had emerged as the two most powerful groups in the region because they were best able to take advantage of the coming of the horse and gun.
Binnema's environmental focus comes through clearly in the first few chapters of the book, but, unfortunately, it receives considerably less emphasis in later sections. It does not seem to be as central to the story. He does, however, provide a fascinating explanation of why the Cree earned a reputation as notorious horse thieves in the late eighteenth century. The harsh Canadian winters took their toll on horse herds, forcing the Cree to replace lost animals through raiding.
Binnema also contends that Indian-newcomer relations were not at the centre ofindian life on the northwestern plains -that the interaction with traders was only part of the larger story. But he effectively undercuts the force of this argument, albeit unintentionally, by the amount of space he devotes to the coming of the fur trade to the region and the evolving relationship between the traders and the various Aboriginal groups. At times, the book reads more like a new history of the eighteenth-century fur trade. Perhaps, this emphasis on the trade is a consequence of the no The Canadian Historical Review sources available for this kind of study, in particular the records of the Hudson's Bay Company. It might also explain why the northern situation is handled more comprehensively.
Common and Contested Ground is a fine example of the benefits of an environmental approach to Aboriginal history. Indeed, Binnema is to be commended for explaining why the seemingly simple grasslands environment had such a complex human history. BILL 
